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Ithough, it is obvious from the contents of
ANntmcatian af my appointment as One Man
Tribunal of Inguiry that .th': terms of mf:.rcm:c are prima
facie confined to the incident dated 01.08.2009, however,
the circumstances as referred 1o in Chapter A, clearly
show that all the three incidents comstitute a suture,
therefore, true picture of the facts cannot be peeled off and

the terms of the reference cannot properly be met with

unless their sequence-wise narration and dilatation is

made. _
INCIDENT DATED 25.07.2009,
FER FIR

According to the contents of FIR NO. 426/09 dated
30.07.200% B/S Sadar Gaojra, one Muhammead Ashraf S/a
Sher Muhammed, caste Cobbler RAD Chak No.25/7B
(GFill), presented a written cum;ﬁlm’nt to Zulfigar Ali Sub-

JInspector containing a versien that on 25-07-09 ar 9.00
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p.m. when he, Abdul Ghafoor son of Barkat Ali and
Muhammad Afzal were present in front of his PCO
situated at 1zaffi Abbadi, Talib Masih sfo Sadig Masih
along with others while taking Mehndi of daughier of
Mukhtar Masih to her house p&s.st.d from there who while
dancing at beat of drum were showering currency notes
‘and leaves of papers Iun each other. When in the following
moming, he came at his shop, it was noticed by him and
others that the leaves of papers having been showered in
the night were lying in the street contained Arabic Text. It
further revealed that the said pieces of papers were in fact
cuttings of the pages of the Holy Quran which were
collected and shown to the people for verification as a
result whereof the news of desecration spread in the
.'-"it]ag-: whereupan, the m.attl:r wag taken 'l:Jp with Mukhtar
Masih who confessed desecration of the Holy Quran in
Rasm-e-Mehndi and while passing tﬁ: buck to Talib
Masih undertock to produce him before the Muslims of
Tzaafi Abadi wo face inquiry and beseech. Consequently, a

Panchayiat was convened in the evening of 30-07-2009 in
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‘Izaafi Abadi which was atiended by Ghafoor Jatt,

Muhammad Afzal Shahid, Abdullah Shoukat Jatt and
other respectables wherein, Talib Masih instead of
showing repentance or to beseech not only abused the
members of the Panchaviat but also used filthy language
about the Holy Quran & Hal:!_'!Th which stirred up and
provaked religious feelings of the Muslims. (Copy of FIR.
is annexure C)
PER POLICE

Jamshed Igbal Masir (wimess MNo.564) who on
30.7.2009 was SHO of P.5. Sadar Gojra stated that at
083:05 pom. he received a wireless message that one
Muhammad Afzal son of Asghar Ali caste barber resident
of Chak Mo 258 (Gill) by u:ali.ing, &t 15 had informed
that in the said Chak the Christians who in a Rasm-c-
Mehndi had desecrated the pages mt‘l-lal:.a_@uran had been
made to sit by the Muslims, therefore, the police be sent .11}
take their custody whereupon he instructed Zulfigar Ali
Sub-Inzpectar to reach the stated place and he himself

after bringing the incident inte the notice of the high ups
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along with other officers & officials Ieft for the site, He
disclosed that.upun his arrival, he found there Zulfigar Al
‘Sub-Inspector along with other officials and a mob of
many stick-wielding emotionally charged protestors who
had already set the houses of Cheistians Colony on fire,
He maintained that earlier to it, no information about
happening of the alleged incident of desecration of the
Holy Quran had been received by the Police through any
saurce.

Raja Ghulam.Ah]_Jns., the then DEPSDPO Gojra
(Witness MNo.560) stated that on 30.7.2009 at 0%:15 p.m.
when he was sitting in his office, he got a telephonic
information that in Izaafi Abadi Korian, the Mushims of
Chak No.25//B (Gill) had made to sit Talib Masih and
Mukhtar Masih helding them responsible for an incident
of desecration of the Holy Quran in a Rasm-e-Mehndi
whereupon, he telephonically instrucred Jamshed Igbal
Masir (Witness NO.564), the then SHO P.5. Sadar Gojra
1o reach the said place and after wearing the uniform he

himself proceeded towards Izaafi Abadi. During the
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uan.sh‘. he also checked positions of the other police
personnel of the Sub-Division wha all were found on their
way 1o the said site. He has added that he reached the
place of occurrence at 09:15 p.m. but at that time
approxinately one thousand penpll‘.'.]'lad alssemhlud at Bug
Stop Korlan who had blocked the road by sefting the tyres
on fire whereas, 30/40 houses of [zaafi Abadi had already
been torched. Consequently, he checked the position of
the SHO who along with other officials was found in
Tzaafi Abadi but the protestars did not let him (witness
No. 560) to go ahead. He has also maintained that earfier
o it, he did net getany. information about happening of
any incident of desecration of 'ﬂ'LE. Heoly Curan from
amywhere,

Inkasar Khan, the then DPO T.T. Singh (Witness
No.512) has stated that previcusly the incident of
desecration of the Holy Quran was never reported by any
agency to the local police and 5ﬁcl1 news for the first time
broke out in the evening of 30™ July, 2009 when the

“erowd started torching the houses of Christians. Mothing
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dispersed. It was ai‘-'t:r ‘the mid night when the relief
activitics were started.

Imran Sikandar Baloch, the then DCO Toba Tek
Singh (Witness No.557) has steted that upon his arvival at
the site, TMO Ciojra, the DPO and Bilal Asghar Warraich
MPA told him that the mob was infuriated because
allegedly one Talib Masih from Chak No. 95/7B had
desecrated the Holy Quran on 26™ July 2009. 1t was only
.un that day i.e. 30.1]?.20(!-9 when the pcnp.]e came to know
af the incident whereafter, a group of protestors pathered
at the spot, arrested Mr. Talib Masih and handed over him
to the police but police let him off whereupon, the mob
burnt the village and was now raising slogans apgainst
police.

My, Tahir Hussain, Commissioner Faisalabad
(Witness No.567) has stated nmh@:ng about having any
information: regarding the incident of desecration of the
Holy Quran in Izaafi Abadi village Korian prior to
heppening of the incident of arson there, Nadeem Hassan

Asif, Secretary, Home Department, Government of the
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Punjab (Witness No.579) hes stated that on 30.7.2009, it
was learnt that viclent protest had erupted at Gojra aver
the alleped desecration ::Ilf the Hnl:r" Quran by one Imran
Masih son of Talib Masih resident of 95/1B.

APPRA

To have true picture of this incident it is necessary 10
peel off the blurring shades of the story with the help of
evidence recorded during the inguiry and for that purpose
the follewing propositions are formulated:-

a). Whether the incidert of desecration of the

Holy Quran toak place in the middle night of

25 & 26 July, 2009 in Izaafi Abadi of Village

Korian located in the area of Chak No.35/JB

(Gill) Tehsil Gojra Disteict TT Singh?.

b).  If so, then how did it pave way to the incident

of ransacking and arson on 300720097,

It has positively been asserted and there is also
no denial of the facts that at about 3,00 pom. in the middle
night of 25 & 26 July. 2009 which happened to be
conjeining night of Saturday & Sunday, M/S Talib Masih
took Mehndi to the houss of Mukhtar Masih with whose

daughter marriage of lmran (his son) was to be
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solemnized. There is a specific allegation that while
celebrating the said ceremony some pieces of peper along
with currency notes were showered at the dancing
participants during the _:mns:it which in the following
marning were found in the street u}d it transpired that the
cuttings contained the Verses of the Holy Curan,
Muhammad Ashraf S/ Sher Muhammad (Witness
No.511) the complainent of case FIR No.426/409
registered U/S: 205.B PPC with P.S. Sadar Gojra has
deposed that he himself saw the Christians while

showering the pieces of paper along with the cumrency

notes aver the dancing boys & girls and in the following

moming he, Abdul Ghafoor alias Kudda (Witness
No.497) and Muhammad Afza] (Witness No.499) noticed
that the said showered pieces of paper lying in the street
were in fact the cuttings bearing the Verses of the Holy
Quran whereupen they went to the house of Mukhtar
Masih where they found that s;:nm!: ladies of Abadi had
glready assembled there and were discussing the maner.

Mukhtar Masih was asked about the incident of
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desecration of the Holy Quren who while confessing the
allegation pleaded that so had been done by MIS. Talib
Masih etc. who had brought Mehndi to his house and
undestook to produce him b-c.fc.;rt them to clarify his
position.

The said version of the complainant is not supported
by Abdul Ghafoor alias Kudds (Witness No.497),
Muhammad Afzal (Witness No.499) and Muhemmad

Abdullah {Witness No.498) because they did not state

that they were accompanying  Muhammad Ashraf
(Witness No.511) and saw the cuttings bearing the Verses
of the Holy Quren in the morning of 26.07.2009. Rather
they have put forward their own versions about having
knowledge of the incident of desecration of the Holy
Quran. It may be pointed out that Abdul Ghafoor,
Muhammad Afzal and Abdullah Shoukat are the persons
who allepedly acted as arbiters in the evening of
30.07.2008. It is also worth mentioning that all the said
persons are occupants of the shops of the market owned

by Abdul Ghafoor alias Kudda in which the shop of
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Muhammad Ashraf (the complainant) situates and it is the
place where Panchayiat was convened and held on 30-07-
2009 whereafter, the incident of ransacking and arson
took place

Abdul Ghafoor alias Kudda (Witness No.497) has
categorically deposed that at sbout 5.00 p.m. on third or
faurth day after the middie night of 25 & 16 July, 2009,
it came into his kn-uwledge through mouth of wife of
Sardar Kumhar (a resident of the same Abadi) that the
Christians in Rasm-e-Mehndi had desecrated the Holy
Quran by cutting its pages into the pieces equal to the
eurrency notes and throwing the same on the dancing boys
and girls during the wansit from the house of Talib Masih
to the house of Mukhter Masih, He has further disclosed
that the said lady had called him in her house where she
was sitting with her husband and she by showing the
cuningls of the Holy Quran told the story of the incident of
desecration.  Similarly, Muhammad Afial (Withess
N0.499) while denving his presence with Muhammad

Ashraf (Witness No.511) in the moming of 26.07.2009
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hat stated that on the day of incident which happened 1o

‘be Thursday, Abdul Ghafoor alias Kudda (the landlord of

his shop) at about 05:30/05:45 pm. brought some pieces
of paper containing the Holy Verses in the Market and
said "he was illiterate therefore, we should see that what
was in his hands™?, Whereupon the said pieces af paper
were shown to Dr. Shahid - Nazir (a veterinary
practitioner) who had eventually come there.  The said

doctar tald that the pieces of paper were in fact the pieces

"of the Holy Quran. Many people were already present in

the Market whereas some more people gathered there
upon hearing a noise to whom the picces of paper were
shown. To & _guestion put by the Tribunal of Inquiry he
cateporically ered ier to the '

pocurrenes it did not come to his knowledee from any
parner that the degecration of the Holy Quran had been
done, however, ﬂb-dull Ghafoor used to talk during the
preceding period stretching on 1]1;:5 ot four days that
something lll;ce that had happened in the village because

the ladies and kids were gossiping about it. Muhammad



Abdullah (Witness No.498) has stated that he for the first
time got information about the .nllcgcd desecration of the
Haly Quran on the day of cccurrence which happened fo
‘be 30.07.2009 and eariér to it he"knew nothing in that
regard,

The ather Muslims of Izaafi Abadi or haling from its
vicinity who got recorded their statements as witness Nos.
455 to 477 & 482 to 487 have narrated enother story
about sesing the pieces of papers bearing the Verses of the
Holy Quran. Some of them deposed that they saw the
cutting an 30.07 2009 in the hands of Abdul Ghafoor alias
Kudda during the melee- whereas Thﬂ nljmrs particularly
the ladies have maintained that they saw the cuttings of
the Holy Quran in the hands of Mst. Abida Parveen
(Witness No.503). However, Mst. Abida Parveen in her
deposition has deposed that neither she nor her daughter
showed the pieces of papers whir;h ha& been collected by
them to anvone except Mst. Haleema Bibi wio Sardar

_!(umhar.
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All the Christian witnesses ncluding the affectees of
the incident dated 30.7.2009 while meking their
statements either showed their ignorance or kept mum
ahout the incident of desecration during the course of
enquiry. Reference is made to the statements of
.1-.'ltnus Mos.3 to 23 andlwirne.ss N-us.dl-tu 61. Even the
witnesses who referred to the incident under discussion in
their depositions did not state that they had been having
any direct knowledge in this regard.

The sccount rendered by Police as namrated sbove
also lacks any positive piece of evidence on this issue of
fact, At the most status of their depositions can be rated
25 Res-gestae. Same is the position l:].fthl_!: facts disclosed
by the Administration in their statements as witness

Nos.321, 557, 567 and 579.

£ that as it mav. the evi ving come
record during the Ipguirv sugsests that ggm;_.pi;;ﬂ_"gt‘
paper coniaining the Verses of the Holv Curan were found
by the Muslim's residents of Tzaafi Abadi village Korian

|ocated in the srea of Chak No.95/TB (Gill) out of whou




Muhammad af (Witnes 5 the complainant

on agitating the matter in their own sovle.  According to

e o 1elli ez, the pie

paper containing the Verses of the Holy Quran wers in

¢ the guttings o apes of book of Islamivat meant
for 9™ Class. news of defiling of the ¢
Efu) in the village as as in 1 icul

the fateful day je 30.07.2009 when the Christians

accu f the de tion were called at market ul

Ghafoor slias Kudda to answer the allegations leveled

against hut the affairs d mil ed.

Despite recording of statements of as many as S80
witnesses, no positive legal euidmc:e has ;:omt forward to
the effect that there existed any dispute between the
complainant of case FIR No.426/09 and the accuged. The
record also lacks even a clue towards presence of animus

between the witnesses cited in the FIR and the nominated
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accused. Nothing spells out from the record that there had
-been any communal fussof any nature in Teaafi Abadi. It
is an admitted position that no cne from the village or the
a:l_jcr'Ln':ng area reported the matter of happening of any
incident of desecration of the Holy Curan to Palics, No
report of any Intelligence Apency having been initiated
prior to the incident dated 30.07.2009 exists in the filed in
which happening of any incident of desecration of the
Holy Quran by the C_luis:inns of Izaafi Abadi would have
“been mentioned. References is made to the statcments of
Zia Ullah Khan, Incharge Special Branch Faisalabad
(witness No. 113), Mr. Masood Ahmad Pervez, District
COfficer Intelligence Bureau I{w:itne-ss No. 1323,
Muhammad Ijaz Akram, Joint Director General
Intelligence Bureau (witness No. §77), Muhammad
Ashraf Khan, Deputy Directar Inter Services Intellipence
(witness No. 170) and Shoukat Ali Dvirector IS] (witness
No. 578). Muhammad Ashraf thau, Deputy Director
Inter Services Intelligence (witness Moo 170) has

mentioned in his statement that it was verbally reported on
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26-07-2009 that due to desecration of the Haly Verses in a
Mehndi Ceremony by the Christians of MNew Abadi
Korean, a sense of resentment was prevailing in the
‘Muslims of the willage ‘and the vieinity. However, the
versions of the sdid Gentleman is neither supported by any
record ner he or the persons working under his control
parted any information in this regard to the Law enforcing
Apencies,

As 1o the second issue of fact, according to Abdul
Ghafoor (Witness No.d97), it was onc  master
Muhammad Afzal (a resident of Chek No 9508 (Gill))
.whu passed from the place where '.I‘alib ‘J;w-{asih efe., were
being questioned about the desecration of the Hely Quran
and got made the announcements in the Mosques
w]'lv:n:af"t.l:r the people anacked [zaafi Abadi. No one else
including Muhammad Ashraf (the complsinamt of the
case) has stated that as to haw the news of desecration of
the Haly Quran spread in the arca and provoked the
Muslims whe went on attacking, ransacking and burning

the houses of the Christians. None from the Christian
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witnesses including the affectees stated about hatching of
any conspiracy by the assailants prior to mounting of the
attack. The account rendered by Police & Administration
ie also silent in this regard. The Intelligence Agencies till
now have also not digged out any clue in this respect.
.Hencn, it prima facie stands rule.d nut. that there had
been any planning or conspiracy behind the incident of
desecration of the Verses of the Holy Quran or there
existed any motive to make it an issue for causing
communal disharmony or clash.
il ENT DATED 30.07.2009.

Sentiments of persons of all religious persuasions or
creeds have always remained highly susceptible towards
profanities which without importation of any motive.
design or planning may explode on a slightest ignition and
cause damage to any extent regardless of all
considerations. morality and civic discipline. It is 5o
because loyalty to belief is one of the innate trends of
human being- which FUSBEH!.‘.B. hormeonel characteristics

capable of shaping their aptitudes, attitudes and behaviors.



It may hibernate or temporality become recessive but can
spontancously get revival and assume a dominating
character without there being any visible causc. The said
innate trend may be tamed from being restive for the time
being yet it cannot sub side pgman:.nt!}'. Consequently,
the above referred to Achilles” heel always remaing

vulnerable to exploitation by the miscreants. Henece it

2 ing of ws désauatinrl of the
Haly Quran co with irresponsibie overt acts of a few
people paved way o happening of this second unfortunate
incident;

PEE FIR

According to the contents of FIR NO. 419/09
Dated 31.07.2009 P/S Sadar Gojra, on 31.7.2009 one
Master Mehnga Masih s/o Lal Masih R/O of New Abadi
Chak MNo. 362/JB (Korian) presented 2 written complaint
to Zulfiger Ali, Sub-Inspector alleging therein that on
30.07.2009 at about 0700 pm. a growp of people
comprising (1) Ramezan Guijar Nazim (2) Rana Taj (3)

Mouti Gujjar (4) Amjad Mai (5) Afzal Nai (6) Abdul
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Ghafoor alias Kudda (7) Shahzad s/o Shoukat (8) Aslam
Butt (%) Shahzad slo Aslam Butt {10} Babar But sfo
Aslam (11} Tftikhar alias Achha (12) Sadaiq Mistri (13)
Rafiq Mistri (14) Sharif Mistri (15) Arshad sfo Rafig (16}
Asghar sfo Sharif (17) Remzan s/o Sharif (18) Akram S/o
Sharif (19) Sharif s/o Muhammad Ali (20) Ishag {(21)
Sarfraz s/o Bashir Patwari along with hundreds unknown
pe:t;mns while wielding-sticks, having fire arms, kerosenc
and chemicals amacked [zaafi Abadi, torched the houses,
robbed the articles lying therein, togk away the animals of
the Christians, defiled the churches and also desecrated
the Moble Books because Talib Masih etc. had falsely
been blamed to have desecrated the Holy Quran whereas
Qari Noor Muhammad, Abbas Qadri and Aleem Raza had
fanned the izzue by proveking the people 1o act against the
Clristians  through the a:u.;munr.emmns made in
loudspeakers of the Mosques. He maintained that the said
‘actions of the zaid p;ermhs reeulted into creation of sense
of fear and insecurity amaong the Christian Community.

{Copy of the FIR is apnexure D)
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to it, there had been no information of any nature in that
regard.

Raja Ghulam Abbas, the then DSP/SDPO Gaojra
(Witness No.560) stated that on 30.7.2009 at 08:15 p.m,
when he was sitting in his office, he got & telephonic
information that in Izaafi Abatii Korian, the Muslims of

Chak Mo, 958 (Gill) had made to sit Talib Masih and

‘Mukhtar Masih holding them responsiblé for an incident

of desecration of the Haoly Quran in a Rasm-e-Mehndi
whereupon, he telephonically instructed Jamshed Igbel
Masir (Witness N0.564), the then SHO P.5. Sadar Gajra
to reach the said place and after wearing the uniform he
himself proceeded towards Izaafi Abadi, During the
transit he also checked positions of the other police
personnel of the Sub-Division wha all were found on thesr
way to the said site. H;e has added mﬁ he reached the
place of uc:u:nfnl:,nl at 09:15 p.m. but at that time
approximately one thousand people had assembled at Bus
Stop Korian who had blocked the road by setting the fyres

on fire whereas, 30/40 houses of Izaafi Abadi had already
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been torched. Consequently, he checked the position of
the SHO who along with other officials was found in
Traafi Abadi but the protestors did not let him (witness
No. 560) to go ahead. He has added that number of the
people kept on increasing whereafter Bilal Asghar
Warraich & local MPA was called at the site. In the
meanwhile, DPO & DCO Tnba_a. Tek Singh also reached
there. Negotiations were carried out with the mob through
courtesy of Bilal Asghar Warraich MPA as a result
.whmnf, the prolestors dispersed. After h:w:ng controlled
the situation necessary deploymesnt of the police personnel
was made at the site whereafter, RPO and Commissioner
Faizalabed alsa came there. .

Inkasar Khan, the then DPO T.T. Singh (Witness
No.512) has stated in his affidavit W-512/A.1-14 that in
the night of 30™ July at around 09:00 p.m. it was leamt by
him that an incident of arson had occurred at Chak NO. 95
Korian, P/S Sadar, Gojra in purs;unt:e of which SHO
Sadar and DSP Gojra were immediately dispatched to the

spot whereas DSF/HQ was also sent with additional
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reinforcements from District Line, however, ISP Gojra
despite having knowledge of !J:.IE- situation at 0B:15 p.m.
failed to take any step and even after lapse of an hour did
not go to the zite af.a::ci.urcncc despite that he had been
directed in that regard whereas, the then SHO Sadar had
reached there. He has disclosed that when he talked 1o
DISF Gojra he told that the situation was under control. He
has added that after managing the initial deployment he
along with DCO reached the plice of occurrence where
the crowd was charged and had already torched some
houses in spite of the fact that DSP Gojra had been there
.fnr more than one hour Hnw;zr, T.h;z situation was
controlled through negotiations by engaging Mr. Bilal
Asghar Warraich MPA. He has disclosed that the crowd
through Qari Noor Ahmad put across the demands that the
concerned police officers who had beaten up some of the
demonstrators be suspended ar;.d the accused of -lhe
reported incident of the desecration be arrested.

) Mothing material has been said by Ahmad Raza
Tahir, RPO Faisalabad Division (Witness NO.514)
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exeept that he in the company of Mr. Tzhir Hussain,
Commissioner Faisalabad (Witness NO.567) reached the
site. Tariq Saleem, Provincial Police Officer Punjab
(Witness No.580) has not rendered any aceount on this
155LE.

PER ADMINISTRATION

| Asghar Majeed Baloch, D];“JDR Gojra (Witness
No.321), has stated that on 30.07.09 at 09:30 pm. he was
telephonically informed by DCO TT. Singh that some
mizcreants had broken fire in Christians Caolony Chak
No 9516 therefore, he should go there and also ask THMO
ta arrange for fire brigade wh:r'm..:pm he contacted TMO
who was already found at the site along with fire brigade
contingent whereafter he himself went to the stated place
of incident and found a larpe number of people having
been gathered and rioting. In the meanwhile DCO &
DPO, T. T. Singh came and negotisted with the mob
through courtesy of Bilal Asgher Warraich and one Qari
Moor Ahmad as a consequence whereof the protesters
dispersed. It was after the m.id night when the reliel

activities could be started.
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Imran Sikandar Baloch, the then DCO Toba Tek

Singh (Witness No.557) in his affidavit W-557/1-18 has

made the following statement;-

#22:37 hrs: While T was at home, the
Commissioner Faisalabad called and asked
whether any village ﬂurm'ng incident had taken
place at Gojra? I told him that [ had no such
information but [ would check and let him
know in & while. I called Asghar Majeed
Baloch, Deputy District Officer (Revenue)
Gojra, who also denied knowing any such
incident. I then called Fans Nawaz, Tehsil
Municipal Officer Gojra who tald me thai a
village Chak 95 TB Gill, few kms on the
Pansera — Gaojra Road, had been burnt by an
angry mqb as some alleged incident of
desecration of the Holy Quran by @ Christian
had occurred at the said village. 1 asked him to
call the fire brigade from Gujra and Tehsil
Municipal Authority Toba Tek Singh. Then T
called the Commissioner and told him of what
had happened Thirdly, 1 called Executive
District Officer (Health) Tobe Tek Singh to
reach Gaojra, put Tehsil Head Quarter Haspital

Gaojra on high aler, supplement it with
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additional ambulances from neighboring Rural
Health Centers and call 8]l available Doctors.
23:00 hrs: T left for the site of incident along
with Mr. Inkisar Khan, the District Police
Officer, Toba Tek Singh. Meanwhile, I
informed the Commissioner Faisalabad
reparding the latest development and that T was
proceading at the site.

9%:22 hirs: We reached the Gojra By-Fass on
the Pansera side and found DSP Gojra along
with a convey of police vehicles lined up
behind him, 3t some half a km before the
Korian Adda, Further away we could see light
of flames and & mob chanting. The mob hed
burnt two wooden carts and had not only
blocked the road but had also held the fire
trucks at bay. The DSP Gojra advised us not o
go ghead, but [ and the DPO decided w
proceed. We stopped some 100 meters away
from the mob and got off our vehicles. Both of
ug observed the mob for a while and met the
TWO Gajra and Mr. ]gii!al Warraich, MPA.
They both told us that the mab wes infuriated
as allegedly one Talib Masih from the Chak 53
IB had desecrated the Holy Quran on 26™ Tuly
2009, Tt was only that day that the people had
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come to know of the incident so consequently
a. group of protestors had gathered at the spot;
arrested Mr. Talib Masih and handed him over
to the police. The police had let off the accused
and consequently the mob had burnt the village
and was raising slogans against the police,

Fortunately  the wvillagers had  already

evacuaied.
30™-31% July 2009 (Night);

00:05 hrs: I apprised  the Commissioner
Faisalabad, Dr. Taugir Shah; Secretary to the
Chief Minister and the Home Secratary from
my cell phone, about the stuation. The
Commissioner guided me to disperse the mob
and start relief activity; ;:I'.I.B-a.n'l.'a'].'lil.t he too was
on his way to Goira along with the Regional
Police Officer, Faisalabad. The TMO told me
that one Qari Noor Muhammad was leading
the mob and he might be the one to talk 1o, We
requested Mr. Bilal Warraich to go inzide the
mob and fetch Qari Noor Muhammad. which
he accordingly did. Qar Moor Muhammad
demanded:

f SHO Sadar Gojra to be suspended

instantly. ! .

b. &/ Sadar Gojra to be suspended
instantly.
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c.  The main accused of blasphemy 1o be
arrested within 24 hours,
d.  Christians are never to return to Chak 95

IB Gill.

The DPO instantly agreed suspension of both
the above mentioned officials and promised arrest of
the accused at the earlizst, We remained quiet on the
last demand but Me. Bilal Warraich announced that
the Christians wouldn't come back. Finally
negotiations were successful, I and the DPO
addressed the crowd, and the crowd finally
disperzad.

01:06 hrs: After  suceessful  negetiations  and
monitoring the fire extinguishing activity I and the
DFPO reached the DDO (R) office Gojra. where Qarl
Moor Muhammed along with local religious leaders
Rana Tarig, Maulana Muhammad Shafique and Qari
Muhammad Asif were pms:nt:. They had announced
a strike call for Friday morming and for one hour |
negotiated with them and had Qari  MNoor
Muhammad commit thet no untoward meident
would take place on Friday, otherwise he ‘would
personally be responsible. ;
02:13 his: The Commissioner, BPO and the CPO

Faisalabad amrived at the DDO (R) office. I briefed
them on the incident and the subsequent

negotiations.



Mp, Tahir Hussain, Commissionsr Faisalabad
(Witness Nﬁ.ﬁﬁ?] has stated that he received the message
from local sources around 11:15 p.m. on 30.07.09 that
some miscreants were burning Christian's houses in
Kaorian whereupon he contacted DCO who informed that
he was already on the spot and trving to negotiate with
local religious leadership. He has added that he informed
CM Secretariat and contected RPO where after he and the
RPO left for Gojra where they contacted local religious
lcadership who assured to remain peaceful while offering
Juma Pra.:,'t:r.

Madeem  Hassan  Asif, Secrstary, Home
Department, Government of the Punjab (Witness No.579)
has stated that on 30.7.2009 it was learnt that violent
protest had erupted at Gojra over alleged desscration of
the Holy Quran by one Imran Masih son of Talib Masih
resident of 93 GB. [t was conveyved that during the pratest
number of houses of Christian community had been set on
fire. He immediately contacted . Commissioner,
Eaisajabad and BPO Faisalabad who were already on the
way 1o Gojra to control the siuation. Later on
Commissioner, Faisalabad informed him that law and
order situation was under control for the time being,

APPRATISAL

As far az the motive, the modus and consequences of

this incident are concerned, the version narrated by



‘Mehanga Masih (Witui‘.ss Mp.500) (the complainant of
case FIR No.429/09 registered with P/S Sadar Gojra), the
eye wimesses ie Samual Qamr (Witness No.301) &
Fanyas Masih (Witness No.501), the account rendered
by the Police & the Administration and the facts having
come on the record during the inquiry are in consonance
with each other. The news about the incident of
desecration of the Holy Quran acceleratedly achieved
.I'L}l'pr.: within & span of h.nurs as a 'cnnscéuence whereof,
some emotionally charged people without resorting to
verify the basic incident went on doing the warst. No
eredible evidence has come op the record that amy
planning_or conspiracy existed peﬁnﬂ this unfortunaic
incident.

Momination of the abettors-cum-inciters and
henchmen of the incident is disputed, however. it would
be just and proper to exercise constraint upon myself 10
give any finding in this regard because this fact Is
premised on facts and would require prescribed evidence

" which of course would be recorded during a regular trial
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of the case wherein, they are prospectively to be tried.
Anyhow one fact is ;ﬂegnrir.nlly stated by the persons of
Police and Admimstratin-n who were present at the place
of eccurrence in th:ir statemnenis that the members of the
mob were being represented by ocne Qari Noor
Muhammad whe spoke on their behalf and put forward
the demands before the DPO & DCO Toba Tek Singh,
The reports of Intelligence Apencies though mention
names of some other private persons as inciters of the
_inci.d::nts yet no witness from public or law enforcing
apencies uttered name of any one 1I-w.rith reference 10 such
like aliegations. Therefore, I leave it for the lnvestigators
and the trial court to determine and adjudicate upon this
aspect of the matter.

It has already been said supra that there had been no
visible animus or planning existing behind the incident
datedl 30-07-2009. In fact irresponsible, aggressive and
misguided attitudes of the members of our sacio logical
set up paved way to misfortune which gave nothing but

grief, sorrow and shame 1o the nation.  Accrual of the



i
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dispute about desecration of the Holy Quran was not
stemmed in any motive, or design or planning. The
people of one religious community being unaware of the
consequences went on leveling a serious allegation against
another religious community wil.h-:ulut verifying the heard
facts. They just conjured upon the suppositions, presumed
happening of the incident of desecration of the Holy
Quran and went on doing the ugliest actions. They did
not probe in “whether the alleped actus reus was coupled
with requisite mense rea despife that law of the land ie.
section 295-B PPC provided for co-existence of action
and intention for the purpose of bringing any eventuality
within its mischief. It is a sorry slatr.: of affairs that even
in 21% Century, majority of us are fond of adopting
mobish behaviours which may be due to illiteracy,
paverty, frustration, catharsis, non-availabilioy of effective
social. religious and p;a}l:tical leadership but factually i is
s0. Hence, the main -cnuse. of the incident was
happening of the incident of the alleged desecration of

the Holy Quran.
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There can be no second opinion that our police are
always reluctant to register the cases of sensitive or
heinous nature even at the cost of violation of mandatory
provisions of law probebly to gvoid wrath of their high
ups but so far as the incident dated 23.7 2009 i=
concemed, such an oceasion estonishingly did not arse.
.lt is claim of none that he ever rlcpﬂne.d the matter of
desecration of the Holy Quran to the police. Muhammad
Ashraf (the eomplainant of the case FIR # 426/2009)
(Witness MNo. 511} though has mentioned in his
deposition that he called palice at Rescue-15 but the time
of making the said call by him was that when much water
had already gone down under the bridgs. The police had
_nia reaction time when they Itaﬂhbil the site of occurrence
where hundreds of emotionally charged people had
asgembled and the assemblage was speedily swelling.
Even before arrival of police. the members of the moh had
indulged themselves in ransacking, looting and torching
the houses. However, it has positively come in the

evidence through mouths of many wiinesses that
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provoking announcements were made in the Mosques of
adjacent villages of Izaafi Abadi village Korian located
in Chak No.95/JB. The places from where the said
announcements were made had not been far away from
Folice Station ie. F.8. Saddar Gojra or Dowakhari Police
Post which situated at distances of six and seven
kilometers respectively. The p.Ei'RDr!lIE] appainted at the
Police Station and the Police Post must have realized the
prospective gravity of the situation-being created through
provoking announcements and they should have reacted in
a prompt way to take precautionary/preventive steps.
They should have immediately rushed to the site and also
informed the high ups Decause ﬂ'l.-ﬁ marter was of a
sensitive nature capable of caus:mg unexpected damage to
any extent. However, so was not done either by police of
FPolice Post Dﬂwal_marj or palice of Police Station
Saddar Gojra. Au:c-:ur;:iiug to the mi:nmnl of l?'.aja
Ghulam Abbas the then SDPO Gojra (Witness # 560),
Mr. Ibrar AS] was Incharge of the Police Post whereas

Liagat Sub-Inspector was the Beat Officer. In this



e if- Chparier-R,

situation, it is observed that Liagat Sub-Inspector and
Thrar ASI both failed in discharging their duties as
required under the law..

Although, it has feebly been voiced that mishandling
of the affairs by police eggravated the situation because
Zulfigar Ali Sub-Inspector (Witness Ne.1) released Talib
Masih ete., when their custody was handed over to him
and he along with hiz subordinates meltreated the
members of the gathering yet n;: reliable evidence in this
regard came forward during the inquiry proceedings.
“Zulfigar Al Sub-Inép:-:i@r while appeating as Witness
No.1 denied the allegation by submitting his statement in
writing when he was recalled : and re-examined
Moreover, Mubammad Ashraf the complainant of the cage
FIR MNo.426/2009 (witness No.511) or any of the
witnesses cited in the said FIR did not support the said
allegation against Zulfiqar Al Sub-Inspector. Mo medico
legal report has been produced to show subjection of any
.u ne o torture by police r;u'iu-r i haﬁpening of the incident .

gs alleged. According to W-496-0)/1-4 (the progress
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report | submitted by ASP Gajra {(Witness No.d%6),
investigation of the case is near to its completion but
nothing has been collected in support of the allegation
against police to have released the accused of desecration
of the Holy Quran |:n' any such eventuality added insult to
the injury al any stage.

In fact when police came on the scene, the situation
had already deteriorated to an extent that they could have
only tried to avoid happening of further damage. It 1s
gbvious from the record that police succesded in
achieving the said object, of cowrse, with active
participation and assistance of Administration 2z the
situztion stood calmed down in 'th.e late night. The
success of Police and Administration in contralling the
situation can be construed from the fact that the following
day i.e. 31.7.200% despite being Friday which usually is
considered sensitive for religious matters passed in peace
and no physical damage anywhere happened in Gojra
Sub-Division. Therefare, no one from police except the

said two i.e. Liagat Sub-Inspector and Ibrar ASI and
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the field officers of Administration ecan be held
responsible for any commission or omission with regard
to the incident dated 30.7.2009,

However, I must say that the mechanisms of
collection of informations which worked for Police and
Admi_nisu'atic;n sinee centuries have been deteriorated if
“not diminished. MUKHBARI system of pofice and the
revenue hierarchy used to be the main sources for
provision of advance or at least prompt information about
any incident in a specific area to the concerned
Authorities, MUKHBAR] mechanism aof police has not
remained effective probably due to ack of confidence
between them and the public or due to the reason that the
touts have substituted committed informers whereas the
revepue hierarchy has also g;cune.lwealu; becauss of its
deprivation from  administralive powers due  to
introduction of diarchy on account of promulgation of the
Local Government Ordinance resulting inte loss of
interest in the matters of maintenance of law and order in

its respective areas.
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As it has come ;an the record during the instant probe
that our Intelligence Agencies have developed habit of
sifting in the offices instead of working in the field. No
doubt, they have got very small establishments which are
insufficient to cater for the needs of the time but they also
da not put effective effons to arange for the sources of
information to achieve their objects. It is quite
astonishing to note that none of the Intelligence Ageneies
.i.e. Special Branch of the ]Jﬂ][DB,-. Imn:!.]lg:n:-: Bureau,
Crime Investigation Department or even IS] initiated any
report prior to the unfortunate incident dated 30.7.2009 to
glert the Law Enforcing Agencies about its happening,
The statements of Witnesses Nus.IlZ.!-, 132, 170 and 577
read with the reports submitted by them (W-113/A/1-8,
W-113/B, W-113C, W.113/1/1-2 and W-113/EM-2)
(W-132/A01-2, W.131/B, W—lﬂ-lfﬂﬂ—:ﬁl W-132/D/1-4
and W-132/E/1-4), (W-170/A/1-5, W-170/B/1-9 and W-
170¢C/1-3) and (W-577/A) are referred to in this regard.
It appears that the said Intelligence Apencies themselves

had no knowledpe about existence of commmunal fuss on
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sympathy-cum-favour towards Christians on sccount of
their subjection to oppressive a3 well as mischievous acis.
Eventually, 31.7,2009 happened to be Friday, therefore, in

routine the Muslims were to assemble for Juma prayer in

the Mosques where they were to be addressed by the

religious leaders and Khateebs (Speakers).

Besides the said routine assemblages of Juma prayer
two public meetings were also held at Malkanwala
Chowk in the Town. The first one was convened by
Ahal-e-Sunnat-Wa-Jamaat  (Sunny Tehreek) in  the

forenoon which reportedly was attended by a few peaple,

During the Juma sermons the leaders and the speakers

condemned the incident of d:sl:qal:ior.l of the Holy Quran
and objected to lenient attitude of the Law Enforcing
Agencies towards the Christians. Second public meeting
had been convened and orgenized by a number of
religious and palitical parties and various organizations of
business community of the Town. Some proscribed
organizations also took part in the same. The meeting was

attended by considerable number of people and addressed



Tiagasivy Bepore- Clhpier-B.

by prominent figures of the Town like Abdul Khalig
Kashmiri (S5P), Mujahid Noeorpuri, (PML{N), Nafees-
ur-Rehman Baloch(S8P), Syed BSarfraz-ul-Hassan
(MIP), Mian Muhammad _Salntm {Ahl-e-Hadith),
Maulana Muhammad Aslam (retired Khateeh Makli
Masjid) and Rehmatullah Arshad (Jamaat-e-Islami).
.-I,n the mmesting a call 1;:1 observe strike was given on
1.5.200% whereas Jamaat-e-Ahl-e-Hadith announced to
hold a public meeting in Malkanwala Chowk in the
forenoon of 1.8.2009. The announcements to observe
strike and attend the meeting were made in the Mosques
wef 31.7.2009 to |.B.2009 whereaz holding of the
meeting was also publicized Lhmu-gh other available
means.  Reference is made to the statements of
Rehmatullah  Arshad (Witness No.257), Muhammad
Salesm (Witness No.425), Zia Ullah Niazi, 5P Special
Branch (Witness No.113) and Director B (Witness
No.115) read with the Intelligence Feports,

On the other hand, Police & Administration started

reconcilistion process between the communities by
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“convening meetings of the stake holders and also took the
other precautionzry as well as preventive measures to
avaid happening of any untoward ineident on 31.7.2009
ar thereafter, Mr. Asghar Majeed Baloch DDO(R)
Gojra while appearing as witness No.321 has stated that
after controlling the sitwation at Korian, Commissioner,
Faisalabad and RPO Faisalabad reached the site and then
came to his office w]wr_a they separately had meetings
with 1llamas and Christian ]c.ad;.*.rs which were also
attended by DCO and DPO T.T. Singh wherein the
participants of the meetings were appealed to keep peace
and to abstain from disturbing law and order. He has
further stated that on 31.7.200% DCO TT Singh (Witness
No.587) again visited Gojra and after contacting the
Christian leaders, Ulamas as well as prominent figures of
civil society directad him to convens another meeting,
However, due to nm?-avnilahihit_v of & prominent figurs i.e.
Syed lsrar-ul-Bahar Shah the mesting had o be scheduled
on 1.8.2009 at 9.00 a.m. but the same covld start at 10.00

a.m. due to late arrival of the participants.
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ordinary protest will take place bui no
untoward incident would take place on Friday
MOITUNE,.

02:45 hrs: The high ups left, then T held
a meeting with the D8P Saddar, DDO K and
Tehsildar Gojra. We decided that all these
officers would start contacting important stake
holders from Fajar prayers onwards. [ asscssed
that the situation was under control from the
administration’s perspective and we were in
touch with all concerned.

k] i 2009 (Mo i

09:30 hrs: In anticipation of any viclence |
issued instructions to TMO Gojra. MS THQ
Gojra and DO Civil Defence to make
necessary. arrangements for the day vide letter
no. 4198-4200/DCO/MDated 31.07.2009,

10:00 hrs: I called the Zila Nazim
apprized him of the sitation. T suggested that
he should mobilize all UC Nazims and
establish a communication channel, We had a
dinner planned the same night, so we decided
to meet along with all EDOs. Secondly, 1
called Hamza Sb. a'senior politician of PML
(M) in Gaojra. 1 shared the developments with
hitn and took him on board,
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11:30 hrs: [ and the DPO left for Gajra
tug:!]'ut;r
12:20 hrs: At Gojra the following met us
in a delegation: Mr. Kamran Michael, Minister
for Human Rights, Government of Punjab,
Khalil Tahir Sindhu MPA, Amir Sszhotma
MPA, Mr. M.A, Joseph Francis — a member of
HRCP and other notables frem the Christian
community. All these leaders had publically
denied any blasphemy incident taking place so
" 1 requested them to be soft in their stance and
publically show faith in the process of law and
1o help police nab Talib Masih.
Meanwhile, we were constantly receiving
reperts that the morming protests had subsided
and the getherings had dispersed after few
speeches.  However the speakers werc
increasingly pressing for the arvest of the
accused and religious leaders had given police
24 hours to arrest the blasphermy accused.
13:02 hrs: I assessed the simustion for
Fridey prayers and apprised Commissioner
Frisalabad regarding nepotiations that had
tuken place that morning as well as preparation

for the Fridey prayers,



16:02 hrs: Onice the Friday prayer was over
and the city was peaceful as per our
expectations [ sent 2 Special Situaticn Report
to the Commissioner Faisalabad, along with an
early assessment of the damages at Chak 95 IB
for compensation purposes. Thercin [ also
recommended  Judicial Enquiry into  the
incident of blasphemy and buming of Christian
houses vide Subject: Report Regerding
Disgrace of Haly Quran , letter no - 115MDCO7
Dated 31.07.20009 )

17:55 hrs: 1 and the DPO reached 95 JB w
receive Mr, Shehbaz Bhatti, Federal Minister
for Minorities. We met the Minister at 95 JB
where he was accompanied by a2 large
gathering of media a.n-d_ his own security
personnel.  After  visiting  the site  we
accompanied him in a cavalcade wherein I
traveled with him in the same car and apprised
him of the situation and suggested that the
situation wau_]d remain in control as long as
the Christian cﬂlumunitj cooperates and hands
over the blasphemy accused and remaing calm
for another 24 days. At the Bishop House at
the Mission Fead, the Minister along with
Bishop John Samuel stated that no incident of



